GOETHE S   REPUTATION  IN  ENGLAND   SINCE   1832    !
lines. Professor Fairley, approaching Goethe through his poetry;
seemed to think that by making a detour the chasm that had
opened up between us and Goethe could be avoided. His was a
valuable contribution, but the critic urged that a poet does not
exist simply to write great poetry, to give us thrills, and that
Goethe was in fact a great poet who grew out of poetry. "His
significance lies, fundamentally, in the emergence of an attitude,
a Weltanschauung, and the self-creation of a great man."
This brief summary gives at least an impression of the direc-
tions, for there were several, in which critical opinion was moving
in 1932. The centenary was appropriately celebrated, particularly
in university towns, by lectures and performances of the Urfaust.
There was even a Government luncheon at the House of Com-
mons and a Government reception at Fishmongers' Hall. On all
these occasions the idea of international understanding through
cultural exchanges, for which no one ever did more than Goethe,
with his great conception of Weltliteratur^ was duly emphasized,
though Goethe would have been surprised and disappointed to
find European culture more deeply divided by national differences
than ever. Then in 1933 the veil began to descend again. In his
own country Goethe was either misrepresented or cold-shouldered
by most of those who followed the official National Socialist line,
and in Britain he again became the concern of a comparatively
small number of university students and their teachers. The
English Goethe Society continued its work, until it was again
interrupted by war. Professor E. M. Butler, with the new tyranny
before her eyes, suggested in The Tyranny of Greece over Germany
(i935) that Winckelmann, Goethe, Holderlin and the rest had
made a kind of religion of a false conception of the Greeks, to the
detriment of their poetry. The 1932 Times Literary Suppletnent
reviewer would probably have found her criticism of Goethe
romantic too. Meanwhile Mr. H. Trevelyan was making a close
study of what Goethe really knew of the Greeks, the fruits of
which he published in his Goethe and the Greeks in 1941.
Again after a disastrous war the English Goethe Society has
resumed its activities, and again at the prompting of the calendar
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